
 

Spivack Vision Center® is 
proud to announce their acqui-
sition of the iFS IntraLase fem-
tosecond laser used in the 
blade free iLASIK procedure. 
The first and only center in 
metro Denver to offer this new 
technology, the iFS provides 
even greater control and safety 
to achieve the best possible 
vision for patients.  

The iFS creates the corneal flap, 
the first step in the two step 
LASIK procedure, and is a tech-
nological advancement to the 
standard IntraLase laser. The 
surgeon is able to further cus-
tomize the procedure for each 
patient. Now the surgeon can 
determine the shape of the flap 
and provide a beveled edge to 
the corneal flap. This allows for 
better wound healing and en-
hanced biomechanical stability 
of the post LASIK cornea. The 
patient also benefits from less 
energy delivered to the cornea 
to create a thin flap.  

New Technology: iFS IntraLase LASIK  

5th Generation Femtosecond Laser at SVC 
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Left: The IntraLase creates a 70 degree 
edge on the corneal flap.   Right: The 
new iFS IntraLase creates a 150 degree 
beveled edge on the corneal flap for 
enhanced biomechanically stability. 

On the 4th of January, Drs 
Amiel, Belen and Wang in addi-
tion to Dr. Prouty began seeing 
patients at SVC. Now you can 
not only refer your patients to 
55 Madison Street, but if they 
need glaucoma, corneal or   
anterior segment consultation 
we will be able to care for them 
at SVC as well. When you call 
(303-377-2020), send a referral 
or complete the online referral 
form, let us know where you 
would like to have the patient 
seen and with whom, if there is 
a preference. Drs. Lee and 
Rimer, will also see some  
medical and surgical referrals as 
part of the MSC family, but will 
continue to primarily concen-
trate on refractive patients. 

For over twenty years Bob 
Prouty has been the editor in 
chief, copy write editor, and 
ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÏÆ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ 4ÈÅ /ÂÓÅÒÖÅÒȭÓ 
ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓȢ 7ÉÔÈÏÕÔ "ÏÂȭÓ ÔÉÒÅÌÅÓÓ 
input, The Observer would not 
have graced your desks with 
information about Omni Eye 
Specialists. The Observer has 
been a bulletin board and a 
ÓÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ /ÍÎÉȭÓ 
efforts on behalf of Optometry. 
For over twenty years The 
Observer has been a means for us 
to communicate information 
about the latest in diagnostic and 
ÔÈÅÒÁÐÅÕÔÉÃ ÐÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅÓȢ  Ȱ"ÏÂȭÓ 
"ÌÏÇȱ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 4ÈÅ /ÂÓÅÒÖÅÒȭÓ 
lead article discussing things as 
diverse as fly fishing and drugs 
used in postoperative cataracts. 

The Observer was created as a 
publication to inform you about 
Omni Eye Specialists. We have 
been blessed to grow. We are 
now not only Omni Eye Special-

ists, but Spivack Vision Center®

(and Colorado Laser Center) as 
well as Madison Street Surgery 
Center. All part of the Madison 
Street Company®, the first 100% 
employee owned ophthalmology 
practice in the nation. The 
/ÂÓÅÒÖÅÒȟ ÕÎÄÅÒ "ÏÂȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÎÔ 
tutelage, served its purpose as 
the mouth piece for Omni. With 
this issue, The Observer takes on 
a new look as the mouth piece for 
Madison Street Company®. The 
staples you have grown to 
ÅØÐÅÃÔȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ "ÏÂȭÓ "ÌÏÇȟ ÔÈÅ 
participating insurance compa-
nies, phone directory etc, will 
continue to be found in The 
Observer. What will also be 
found will be articles not only 
about Omni Eye Specialists but 
articles of interest regarding 
Spivack Vision Center® and 
Madison Street Surgery Center. 
There will be news about medical 
surgical advancements as well as 

refractive advancements, under 
one publication. 

4ÈÅ /ÂÓÅÒÖÅÒȭÓ ÎÅ× ÌÏÏË ×ÉÌÌ 
have more photos and inform 
you about all of the Madison 
Street Company®. We trust you 
will find the articles as rewarding 
and interesting as you did in the 
past, but now with an emphasis 
on the entire spectrum of eye 
care provided by us. Bob will 
step aside as the editor in chief, 
but continue to provide us with 
the diverse opinions we have 
ÇÒÏ×Î ÔÏ ÅØÐÅÃÔ ÆÒÏÍ Ȱ"ÏÂȱÓ 
"ÌÏÇȱȢ !Ó ×Å ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÅ 
needs that are presented us, we 
never want to forget what 
brought us here: your trust in our 
ÃÁÒÅȢ !ÎÄȟ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ 
ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ "ÏÂȭÓ ÓÅÌÆÌÅÓÓ 
dedication to The Observer and 
optometry, there would never 
have been an Observer, let alone 
a new Observer. Thank you, Bob! 

New Look for The Observer  By Dr. George Pardos 
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Want to alert us 
to a patient 

concern?  
 
 
 

We would 
appreciate 

hearing from 
you. 

“There is a      

resiliency to   

this nation and 

its citizens so 

2010 holds  

promise to my 

optimistic view.” 

.ƻōΩǎ  

Blog  

Well it is time to get back to the 
grindstone. I hope the holidays were 
as good to you & your’s as mine was 
but with a little time off, I am looking 
forward to a GREAT 2010. I doubt too 
many people were sad to see 2009 
disappear. Obama-care, recession, 
tightening our belts, etc. caused a 
real dark cloud to be suspended over 
everything. I doubt it is possible to 
find an American that has not been 
personally affected or that does not 
personally know someone, or has a 
relative, that is being challenged with 
lay offs, job loss, economic tough 
times or relationship challenges from 
the stress. I know of 4 close friends or 
family members that are so affected. 
This trickles down through our prac-

tices and our patients. But there is a 
resiliency to this nation and its citi-
zens so 2010 holds promise in my 
optimistic view. 

We entered the year with another 
golden retriever. A rescue dog that is 
beautiful but she is VERY shy. She is 
a real momma’s girl but is still very 
weary of me (I would love to think it 
is my alpha-maleness but I think it is 
just my being a male that is a “brain-
stain” from her past).  We also were 
challenged with horse issues. As 
many know, Lee Ann and I have two 
beautiful fox-trotters. They both 
developed abscesses (I will spare you 
the details) so we have been out 
there in minus-zero temperatures 
applying warm compresses and 
wound washes. The Betadine was 
actually freezing on the gauze before 
I could apply it so I was swabbing 
them with Betadine ice cubes! Luck-
ily, I am married to the female horse-
whisperer so they both stood quietly 
while I did the vetting of the site. 

So our household menagerie ex-
panded in 2009 and all are doing fine 
as we head into 2010. Ahh..the only 
thing that stays constant is change. I 
suspect that will be true of Madison 
Street Company and Colorado Op-
tometry. With Dr. Spencer’s depar-
ture, I am expanding my time at 
“Omni South” (Spivack Vision Cen-
ter) to a full day on Thursdays and 
we will be expanding the others’ 
presence there as well as the year 
goes on. We are adding another 
Retina (some of you met him at the 
Holiday party) as well as Oculoplas-
tics. You can meet them both at our 
Spring CE symposium on March 6 
(see the notice in this newsletter). 

So we can get frustrated with change 
or embrace it. I suspect the strength 
of Colorado Optometry will be evi-
denced as we head into an exciting 
2nd decade of the 21st century. My 
glass is half-full…. 

             Robert E. Prouty, O.D. 

T h e  O b s e r v e r  

Robert Prouty, O.D.  

Upcoming Continuing  
Education Courses 

24 Hour Contact 

Need to ask us a question? Want 

to alert us to a problem? You are able 

to ñreach out and touchò us 24 hours 

a day through our e-mail and phone 

mail systems. We have our phone voice 

mail system available. The system 

is meant for those times when you 

would like to leave us a message, yet 

itôs not urgent. Both systems are       
monitored. 
 

Here is our e-mail directory: 

Dr. Pardos: GPardos@OmniEye.com 

Dr. Prouty: RProuty@DrMyii.com 

Dr. Ketty Lee: KLee@OmniEye.com 

Dr. Wang: JWang@OmniEye.com 

Dr. Belen: GBelen@OmniEye.com 

Dr. Teeter: MTeeter@OmniEye.com 

Dr. Amiel HAmiel@OmniEye.com 

Dr. Spivack: LSpivack@Spivack.com 

Dr. Rimer: VRimer@Spivack.com 

Donna White: DWhite@OmniEye.com 
 

This does NOT affect our after 

hours call system! For that number, 

just have patients call our regular 

number (303-377-2020) and they are 

instructed how to contact the on call 

doctor. MSC is always available for 

your patientôs care. 

All courses start at 6:30p and last 2 hours.      

Colorado approved CE credit is available.      

Location is specified:  South = 6881 S. Yosemite St.       

in Centennial.   OES = 55 Madison St, third floor,              

in Cherry Creek. 

Please RSVP, for the course(s) you are interested, by 

calling 303.398.7337.   

April 7, Dr. Howard Amiel presenting òRefractive 

Update: Introducing The New IFS LASERó   at South 

May 12, Dr. Gary Belen presenting òUpdate on 

Medical/Surgical Glaucomaó at OES 

May 18,  Dr. Miriah Teeter presenting òOCT in 

Clinical Practiceó at OES 

June 2, Dr. Vandi Rimer presenting òManaging 

patients with unexpected outcomes both clinically and 

psychologicallyó  at South 

June 9, Dr. Robert Prouty presenting òReefer  

Madness: Dude, can you prescribe pot for my       

glaucoma?ó  at South 

June 15, Dr. Howard Amiel presenting òWhatõs  the 

Scoop on Serum Tears?ó at OES 

We will recess in July & August, restarting courses  

in September. 



Retinal 
Surgeries  
Now at  

Madison Street 
Surgery Center 

Omni Eye Specialists:  
Meet Our New Administrator 
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What is your heath care back-
ground?  Many years ago, a 
colleague asked me why I chose 
healthcare as a profession. The 
obvious reason was because I 
had someone in my family in 
healthcare – my mother was a 
career clinical nurse and I re-
spected her for her tireless dedi-
cation to others and commit-
ment to her profession. You see, 
she was an “old school” nurse 
who wore a starched white uni-
form and hat to work every day. I 

suppose that impressed upon me the value of taking care of 
people during trying times – times of infirmity, pain, and 
loss, when they needed compassion and understanding 
most. To me, this was making a difference.  
My initial entry into healthcare was as a Marine Corps 
Hospital Corpsman back in the 1970’s. I served as a combat 
medical care provider at the end of the Vietnam era. When 
I was discharged from the military, I enrolled in a college 
degree (BS) program in medical imaging. It was in an im-
merging field – diagnostic medical sonography. Since this 
field was new, it was rife with opportunity to make impor-
tant and valued contributions in clinical care, education, 
research, and commercial development, which I took full 
advantage, publishing 130 peer-reviewed articles and con-
tributing in many textbooks. I provided hundreds of both 
nationally and internationally. I embraced leadership op-
portunities to influence the profession academically and 
sociopolitically. Both at the local and national levels, I 

jumped in with both feet. Among many other activi-
ties, I became the first president of the Colorado 
Ultrasound Society and served several terms on the 
largest and most influential interdisciplinary Board in 
sonographic imaging, the American Institute of Ultra-
sound in Medicine.  In 2005, I was honored with the 
AIUM’s Distinguished Sonographer Award to recog-
nize the premier Sonographer in the United States. 

So, how did I come to Omni Eye Specialists? About 10 
years ago, I felt that I was at a crossroads in my career. 
I asked myself, “Had I done all that I could do in my 
chosen career?” and “Could I make a more valuable 
contribution in healthcare by doing something else?” 
It was at that point that I elected to take my career on 
a different path. Thus, I elected to pursue Master’s 
degree in Healthcare Administration, and then I 
continued on to complete a doctorate degree in busi-
ness administration with a focus on healthcare. What 
are my career goals? I hope to help lead an organiza-
tion through a time of dynamic change.   Someone 
once said to me – it’s easy to lead when times are good 
– it is much more difficult during times of change. I 
am sure you will agree, true effectiveness is measured 
during these times. I believe right now, Omni Eye 
Specialists is the place for me. 

What new qualities do you bring to Omni Eye 
Specialists?  It may seem trite and a bit overused, but 
I most value honest, loyalty, and mutual respect. I 
really believe that these values can be lived on a day-
to-day basis. After all, we together - referring ODs, 
physicians, Omni care providers, and staff - are re-
sponsible for emotional and physical well-being of our 

“...the organization  

is stable,  

yet growing….” 

For years we have offered optometry 
educational opportunities. Eight 
months out of the year we offer 
monthly, two CE credit lectures at 
either Spivack Vision Center® or at 
Omni Eye Specialists. In the spirit of 
having provided CE to optometry for 
over two decades, we would like to 
reintroduce our Guest Optometrist or 
VIP program. You will receive one CE 
credit for each two hours you spend 
with our doctors at either Omni Eye 
Specialists at 55 Madison Street or 
Spivack Vision Center® in Centennial. 
You can choose to spend part of your 
time following a doctor in a particular 
specialty or divide your time amongst 
several specialties.  

There is a limitation on one visiting 
doctor at a time at each facility. To 
register, go to www.omnieye.com. 
Click the “Referring Clinician” tab at 
the top of the home page. Open the 
“Lecture and Event Calendar” and be-
low it you will see the “Guest Doctor” 
tab. Click on that tab and the Guest 
Optometrist form will open.  Submit 
your request and we will contact you. 

Be Our Guest VIP for CE 

By Miriah Teeter, M.D.  

Wayne H Persutte, PhD,  

MS, FACHE, CMPE, CRA 

Omniôs Insurance Plans 
OES participates in the following 

insurance plans: 
AARP, Aetna, Alliance, all Anthem BCBS 
plans including Blue Advantage Senior Plan 
- (EHN), CIGNA, First Health PPO,      
Humana Health Care, Humana Physicians 
Gold, Medicaid, Medicare, Mountain   
Medical Affiliates (MMA), One Health Plan 
HMO, PacifiCare-VSP, PacifiCare-PPO, 
PHCS,  Physicianôs Choice, PruCare/Plus- 
(EHN),  Qual-Med, Rocky Mtn - HMO, 
Sloanôs Lake, United Health Care and USA 
Health Network. 
 
 

When Not a  
Participating Provider  
 

We participate with the majority of the metro 
area insurance carriers yet there may still be 
programs with which we are not panel provid-
ers. If you have such a patient that you would 
like to refer to us and the carrier has ñout of 
networkò rates, please continue to consider us. 
We will bill the patientôs insurance program for 
the out of network rates and collect them. We 
will write off what is not paid as an out of    
network provider. There will be no added ex-
pense to the patient as if we were on the panel. 
The caveat is that the carrier must allow the 
patient to go out of network. Rare insurance 
carriers do not have such out of network    
flexibility.  

patients. This is built upon trust and trust is de-
pendent of these three attributes. Our responsibility 
to patients and coworkers is not to be taken lightly 
and I have found success in using these attributes to 
guide our decision-making, actions, and interac-
tions are of paramount importance. Thus, I believe 
the strongest assets I bring to Omni are a set of core 
principles designed to guide the care of others. 
Beyond that, I believe that my strengths lie in 
strong leadership, a thorough understanding of 
clinical care, and a dedication to communication.     

Why did you choose Omni Eye Specialists?  I 
believe that Omni is a wonderful organization. 
When I came onboard in the summer of 2009, I had 
a variety of other opportunities to choose from and 
I elected to join Omni Eye Specialists and the Madi-
son Street Companies. I appreciated the fact that 
the organization is stable, yet growing, . . . success-
ful, but not complacent. . . and forward thinking, 
but with a strong moral compass. I have not been 
disappointed in my decision. 

Do you have an open door policy?   What is the 
best way for ODs to communicate with 
you?  Success in 2010 will depend on our ability to 
maintain open communication with our referring 
ODs and respond to your needs. We consider 
changes that will improve quality of care and access 
to care to be of utmost importance. Toward this 
goal, I would ask that we commit to each other to 
develop a productive working relationship. I can be 
best contacted by e-mail at                                 
WPersutte@OmniEye.com,or by telephone directly 
at 303 398-7304 (or our Call Center at 303 377-
2020) . If there is anything that I can help with, 
please feel free to talk to me.  

We have the (brand new) Constellation 
Vitrectomy System.  It is the next 
generation surgical system, with a 
number of design and performance 
features that help make the surgery safer 
and more efficient.   

We also have the brand new Zeiss 

Lumera surgical microscope, which 
provides superior optics and illumina-
tion to prior scopes.  In short, we have 
created a brand new vitreo-retinal 
operating theater from the ground up, 
utilizing the most advanced technology 
available at every level.  Iõm able to 
provide absolutely state of the art 
surgical care in a more controlled, 
comfortable environment for the patient 
at MSSC.  In emergency situations, 
where time is a factor, we are only steps 
away from MSSC.  Once a surgical 
emergency is diagnosed, we can provide 
the fastest possible surgical treatment 
and maximize the patientõs outcome.   

mailto:WPersutte@OmniEye.com


Omni Eye Specialists     

Madison Street Surgery Center 

 Phone: 303.377.2020 

55 Madison Street 

Denver, Colorado 80206 

Spivack Vision Center® 

Omni Eye Specialists South 

 Phone: 303.SEE.2020 

 6881 South Yosemite Street 

 Centennial, CO 80112 

www.omnieye.com 

www.spivack.com 

www.madisonstreetsurgerycenter.com 

Experience  Å  Technology  Å Compassion 

2010 Spring Symposium2010 Spring Symposium  
March 6,  from 8am to 5pm 

Embassy Suites Denver Southeast 
     7525 East Hampden Avenue in Denver   

  Program: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This one-day program is designed for practicing optometrists.  
The course is approved by the Colorado State Board of Optometry 

for 8 hours of continuing education (CE). 
 

We hope to see you there! 

 

 Please RSVP by February 21, 
to 

303-398-7337 or 

RSVP@OmniEye.com 

7:30 AM           Continental Breakfast and Registration 

8:00 AM Dr. Belen "Troubling Issues in Secondary Glaucomas" 

8:50 AM Dr. Amiel "Update on Treatment of Eye Disease" 

9:40 AM Dr. Teeter "Medical Retina Revolution" 

10:30 AM Dr. Spivack "Understand Corneal Topography" 

11:20 AM Dr. Wang "Review of Nanomedicine" 

Noon            Lunch 

1:00 PM Dr. Prouty "What's New in Optometry?" 

1:50 PM Dr. Shukla "Retinal Detachment Repair: Pneumo" 

2:40 PM Dr. Sitole "Lid Malpositions" 

3:30 PM Dr. Rimer "Laser Flap Technology" 

4:20 PM Dr. Lee "Beyond Routine Pre & Postop" 
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